Main results-The respondents in the second survey were much better at distinguishing true melanoma risk factors from false ones. The distribution of scores measuring the degree of accurate knowledge about melanoma risks indicated that this had improved significantly (p<0.001). The most pronounced change with regard to knowledge of single risk factors could be observed for "sunburn during childhood," which was correctly identified by 63.1% in the first survey and by 85.6% in the second. Substantial improvement in accurate knowledge about the influence of constitutional skin factors-number of naevi, skin type etc-was also found.
Participants-Parents of children attending the nursery schools. Altogether 1341 questionnaires from parents were included in the first survey (response rate 64.9%) and 1150 questionnaires in the second survey (response rate 61.4%).
Main results-The respondents in the second survey were much better at distinguishing true melanoma risk factors from false ones. The distribution of scores measuring the degree of accurate knowledge about melanoma risks indicated that this had improved significantly (p<0.001). The most pronounced change with regard to knowledge of single risk factors could be observed for "sunburn during childhood," which was correctly identified by 63.1% in the first survey and by 85.6% in the second. Substantial improvement in accurate knowledge about the influence of constitutional skin factors-number of naevi, skin type etc-was also found.
Conclusions-Notwithstanding the methodological problems in this analysis (nonrandomised design, only before and after comparison, no control group, number of non-respondents), it is concluded that this campaign improved understanding tBased on telephone information by the nursery school 1 month before the survey. tNumber of children who are living in households in which another child also attends a nursery school ("double counts") or who were absent during the entire period of the survey ("no shows"); estimation is based on the information of a subsample of 12 nursery schools in the second survey. §Calculated as D / (B-C). household was the natural sampling unit of the investigation. Detailed information on the sample sizes and response calculations are given in table 1. The response rate was above 60% for both parts of the study. Most of the reduction in the absolute number of parents who responded in 1994 resulted from a decrease of children in the target population because of demographic changes in Germany. Altogether 2491 questionnaires from family households were included in this analysis. In the first survey, 134 of the 1341 questionnaires were completed during a personal interview with one parent. As we observed no discrepancies in results between the two types of information assessment we combined these data for all analyses, and in the second survey obtained information only by written questionnaires. Most of the questionnaires were filled out by the mothers. The study has been partially supported by a grant of the Niedersachsische Krebsgesellschaft. The authors thank Ms U Cleffmann, Mrs B Kropik, Ms H Tholking and all nursery school teachers in Gottingen for their help during the field phase of the study. The two reviewers deserve special thanks for their valuable comments on an earlier version of this paper.
